
Intervention Overview: Repeated Readings (RR) 
 

Target Behavior 

 

Repeated reading interventions provide opportunities for students to practice decoding skills and 

have been demonstrated to improve reading rate, reading accuracy, and comprehension. In this 

simple intervention, which is especially useful for slow and hesitant readers, students engage in 

repeated practice by reading short passages from their regular textbooks or selected instructional 

level materials several times until a satisfactory fluency level is reached. Daily use of this 

intervention will likely result in increased oral reading fluency (i.e., words read per minute). 

 

Materials 

 

Instructional level reading probes (student & teacher), stopwatch, pencil, clipboard, graph 

(optional), & rewards (optional) 

 

Repeated Readings Procedures: Student 

 

1. Student reads passage aloud for 1 minute and the teacher tells them the words read 

correct per minute (WPM) score. 

 

2. Student receives feedback on words inaccurately decoded and/or words not read within 3 

seconds. 

 

3. Student practices the passage three times. 

  

4. Student reads passage one last time and is timed for 1 minute. Feedback is provided 

regarding their WPM score. 

 

5. Student graphs the initial WPM score of the first read and their final read. In addition, the 

student compares their initial “cold” read to the cold read from the previous day. 

 

Repeated Readings Procedures: Teacher 

 

1. Teacher training: Teachers need to receive training, and reach proficiency, in the 

following areas (each of these training modules are provided by OTISS): 

 

a. Learn how to administer and score probes using curriculum based measurement 

(CBM) procedures (See CBM training materials). 

 

b. Learn how to conduct specific level procedures (see SLP training materials) to 

obtain instructional reading level. 

 

c. Read OTISS-Reading Intervention Packet &/or watch RR training clips.  

 



2. Determine student’s instructional level (see SLP section), decoding accuracy score & 

obtain probes. 

 

a. If student has a median accuracy score below 85% use Listening Passage Preview 

procedures prior to the initial read. 

 

b. If student scores at or above 85% then proceed to step 3. 

 

3. Give student probe, read direction, and time student for 1 min while he/she reads passage. 

Document errors using CBM procedures. 

 

4. Provide feedback on errors by having the student point to the word and you saying the 

word. Then instruct the student to read the sentence containing the error word. If the 

student misses the word the repeat step, if they decode accurately go to the next word.  

 

5. Have student engage in 3 repeated readings for 1 minute each then conduct a final timing 

using the same directions and procedures as the initial cold read. 

 

6. Provide student with WPM score and have student graph performance (see self 

graphing). Specifically you will compare daily WPM performance from the cold read to 

the final read as well as compare today’s cold read score with the previous intervention 

session. 


